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Ten Things You Should Know about Hospice Care

Hospice focuses on life. When you have a life-limiting illness,
Hospice House & Support Care offers compassionate care
that helps you live each day to the fullest. Once the decision
has been made to stop curative treatment, the focus is on
attainable comfort rather than unachievable cure.

While end of life is an extremely difficult part of the life cycle,
it provides special opportunities: to strengthen relationships,
to put one’s affairs in order and to find spiritual peace. This is
only possible if the patient can find effective relief from pain
and symptoms characterizing the progression of life-limiting
illness.

. Hospice cares for the patient and their loved ones. When a
patient is diagnosed with a life-limiting illness, everyone in-
volved experiences periods of stress, uncertainty, doubt, worry
and confusion. Hospice House & Support Care stays in touch
with a patient’s loved ones for up to a year — or more.

. Hospice regards death as part of the continuum of life. Hos-
pice care neither prolongs nor hastens death. We provide per-
sonalized services, information and a caring community so you
and your family can make end-of-life a time that is not filled
with fear and anxiety.

. Hospice respects your decisions. You may not be in control of
your illness, but you are in control of your care. Because the
nature of dying is unique, it is always our goal to be sensitive
and responsive to the special requirements of your situation.
We want you and your loved ones to remain as in charge of
your life as possible.

. Hospice care does not only apply to a cancer diagnosis. Of
the guests we see at Hospice House & Support Care, approxi-
mately half have a cancer diagnosis. The remaining guests
have a life-limiting illness such as congestive heart failure, end
stage immune disorders, chronic lung disease, and more.

. Hospice care focuses on comfort. From handmade

comfort pillows, beautiful nightgowns, volunteers
spending time at the house, bird feeders strategically
placed outside French doors, music and televisions in
each room, and gardens lovingly maintained around
the house, Hospice House was built to ensure the
comfort of each guest and their family.

. Hospice House & Support Care helps patients

whether or not they continue to participate in active
treatment for illness or condition. /t is up to the
patient and physician to decide what is the best course
of action.

. Anyone can call Hospice House for help. Hospice

House and Support Care does not require a physician’s
referral. A patient or family member may call directly
to request services, or they can authorize the doctor or
nurse to contact Hospice House on their behalf.

. Hospice House helps with grief. Hospice House &

Support Care’s Bereavement Program supports
patients and their families dealing with “anticipatory
grief” and working their way through the grief process.

10.Hospice House works in conjunction with medical

Hospice agencies. Patient volunteers provide compan-
ionship to those fighting life-limiting illnesses in the
home for between 3 —12 hours a week.

Are there other questions you’d like to
ask about Hospice Care and/or
Hospice House and Support Care?
Please contact us at 757.253.1220 or
info@williamsburghospice.org
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