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            Hospice House & Support Care of Williamsburg 
(HHSCW) 

GUILD COUNCIL NEWSLETTER 
      
 

With the start of a New Year, I’ve been thinking a lot 
about the power of resolutions.  In the early 1980’s a 
small group of individuals, led by Bell-Jo Rodgers, 
dreamed of providing a permanent resource for end 
of life care in Williamsburg.  Their resolve and 
determination led to the construction and opening 
of our beautiful Hospice House in 2002.  Now, some 
18 years later, with the help of hundreds of 
volunteers like you, we are a social-model hospice, 
caring for people at the end-of-life, comforting the 
bereaved, and empowering others to do the same.  
A huge thank you to all for resolving to make what 
was once a dream a reality.  Happy New Year to 
you and may your resolutions become a reality. 

Laura Lawrence, 
Guild President 

 
COMFORTING THOUGHTS 

HHSCW volunteer Carol Trombley has been 
handcrafting comfort pillows for our guests 
since 2014.  In 2019 she created 178 pillows 
and is seen here with her latest batch of 50.  If 
you or someone you know might be 
interested in helping with this effort, please 
contact Diane Schwarz, 
dschwarz@williamsburghospice.org. 

Thank you, Carol! 
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Each guest at HHSCW receives a comfort 
pillow attached with this tag. 
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Fall Reception News 
 
 
A great time was had by all at the Fall 
Volunteer Reception held last November!   
We had 114 attendees and raised over $5,200 for HHSCW.  Many 
thanks to our sponsors, Nelsen Funeral and the Zangardi Family!  We 
couldn’t have done it without our many event volunteers, led by 
event Chair, Melody Collis.  Thank you to all who assisted 
Melody:  Judy Ewart, Lora Caputo, Sandra Olson, Mary Ann Dallas, 
Dot Bryant, Marianne & John Phillips, Sarah & Richard Wilmoth, 
Bernice Todd, Ellen Schiavone, Pete Bowell, and Melody’s husband, 
Tom.  Special thanks to our keyboardist, Karen Queen, and our 
photographers, Jim Easton and Dan Ewart. 
  
 

2019 VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR! 
Congratulations to Mary Ann Dallas, recipient of the 2019 Volunteer 
of the Year Award.  Mary Ann received the honor at the Fall 
Volunteer Reception in November.  A HHSCW volunteer since 2007, 
she began at the reception desk and, in 2011, took over as 
Hospitality Co-Chair.  Mary Ann and Co-Chair, Karen Forster, brought 
a superior level of finesse to the food offerings, floral displays and 
other décor at our many events.  In 2014, Mary Ann joined the Hike 
for Hospice planning committee and then chaired the event in 2019.  
She is Chair of this year’s Hike, as well, and continues to volunteer at 
every opportunity. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Mary Ann Dallas (right) receives award from Laura Lawrence 
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We are pleased to announce the following individuals 
completed Patient Volunteer training in November: 

Barbara Barham, Evelyn Berge, Kylan Kelley, Mary Lou 
Kenna, Eva Kercado, Katie McDonald, Jill Nagel, Marianne 
Phillips, Hilde Wagner, Clifford Shaffer & Becky Wenger. 

We appreciate your time and service! 

 

 “We Love Our Volunteers!” 
Mary Tussing 
 I have been with HHSCW for about 1 year. Though it seems I am never home, 

when I am, I try to do what I do best which is cook 
for the staff and families. Cooking is one of my 
passions as is the amazing effect that Hospice has 
on both patients, families and those who work 
behind the scenes. Hospice can and does transform 
lives in ways that run deep and last lifetimes.  

I love to cook, and when I can I like to try new 
recipes along with cooking my personal favorites as 
a way to give a little love back to this great 
organization. I volunteer because I can and 
because I know everyone is touched in different 
ways, and people remember kindness and subtle 
sweet gestures far longer than they remember grief 
or sadness.  

 
Two fun facts! I have a tiny crush on George Washington. 
But seriously on a personal level I love to travel and am 
fortunate to be able to go-go-go due to work and 
pleasure opportunities! When I can, I take the time to 
learn the local delights though taste and instruction... I 
hope to pass those on to the people who can 
appreciate diversity and goodness through my cooking. 
Time to go back and find a new recipe! 
 

We were very touched by Mary’s statement “People remember acts of kindness 
and subtle sweet gestures far longer than they remember grief or sadness.”  This 
is very true, thank you so much for sharing your kindness with HHSCW. 
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Pete Bowell 
I am honored to be highlighted in the Guild Council Newsletter.   I have been 
volunteering at HHSCW for 18 months.  My volunteer activities include 
Telephone/Reception duties and Patient Volunteer support.          
          
There is not just one best part of volunteering:  there are multiply best parts to 
volunteering at Hospice House which are equally satisfying and beneficial to 
me: 
 

• the professional staff are exceptional in carrying out their responsibilities 
and being supportive of the volunteers; 

 
• it is meaningful, instructive and fun to support the  nursing staff in their care 

of our guests, families and friends; 
 

• it is an honor to me to care for, watch over, and support the needs of our 
guests, families and friends; 

 
• a wonderful group of volunteers who are supportive of each other and 

make our time meaningful. 
 

In summary I am blessed to be part of the Hospice House volunteer 
team.  It has added significant meaning to my life. 
  
As many of the Hospice House team knows, I do a lot of 
reading - 99% is non-fiction.  
 
I have an identical twin brother who is very 
handsome.  However, what none of you know is that in 
1957 I survived a midair collision during my Naval flying 
service (this might be a surprise to readers but wasn't 
fun).  
 

Pete was very gracious in sharing his experiences of 
that day.  It is a reminder for all of us that our freedom is 
not free.  Pete thank you for your military service and 
your service at HHSCW, we are very fortunate to have 
you as a volunteer.  

 
On the next page read:  
BAILOUT! FLIGHT INTERRUPTED 
 By Pete Bowell 

Pete (seated) and his very 
handsome identical twin brother 
Paul! 
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BAILOUT! 
FLIGHT INTERRUPTED 

By Pete Bowell 

This is an abridged account of my midair collision during squadron training 
operations in preparation for deployment to the western Pacific onboard an aircraft 
carrier. 

Our squadron detachment consisted of five pilots plus aircraft, support and 
operational personnel.  We were operating for a week out of the El Centro, CA, 
Naval Air Station (NAS) for ordnance practice.  Our operational aircraft was the 
AD5N Skyraider, a single engine airplane designed for close air support, operating 
from either land-based or aircraft carrier launching platforms. 

Our first practice that week was a night bombing operation.  We took off after dark 
heading west to the target area near the Salton Sea.  Ahead of us were aircraft from 
another squadron who were engaged in night photography practice, dropping very 
bright flares.  Bright lights shining into pilots’ eyes have a blinding effect. 

I was the Nr. 4 aircraft (of 5) joined up in formation heading for 10,000 feet and our 
designated bombing area.  Apparently, the Nr. 5 pilot lost track of me due to the 
bright flashes and attempted to join in my position.  That didn’t work well, and his 
propeller severed the back half of my aircraft.  Instead of focusing my sight on the 
Nr. 3 aircraft in our formation, I was suddenly seeing sand, cactus and sagebrush 
coming quickly toward me on the desert floor. 

I was unsuccessful in correcting the flight altitude of my aircraft and decided it was 
time to evacuate the airplane prior to crashing on land, likely to be 100% fatal.  I 
unlocked my seat harness and opened my canopy; our parachute was used as our 
seat cushion and attached to my body.  In attempting to climb out, I fell out; my 
aircraft was likely tumbling and at that time inverted.  I waited for a few seconds to 
try to ensure that my parachute opening would not get caught up in a portion of my 
damaged aircraft.  I landed in the desert. 

In the meantime, my other three teammates had made two bombing runs and 
wondered where Nrs. 4 & 5 were.  On calling back to the base, they learned there 
had been a crash in the desert, and they returned to El Centro NAS.  An individual 
living in the desert picked us up and drove to the highway, where an ambulance 
from the air station took us to the base hospital.  I called my wife so that she would 
not get the news from a hospital source.  The medical examination showed that I 
had a chipped fracture of my right ankle, the result of the hard parachute landing.  
This resulted in a one-month vacation prior to resuming my training for overseas 
deployment.  Sadly, the Nr. 5 pilot died in the accident. 
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ABOUT HOSPICE HOUSE & SUPPORT CARE OF WILLIAMSBURG  

Hospice House & Support Care of Williamsburg is a social-model hospice that provides physical, emotional, social and spiritual support to enhance the quality of living for 
individuals facing the last phases of life and the people who love them. The Hospice House itself is a spacious residence that is a home away from home for our guests and 
their families. Support care services range from companionship in families’ homes to extensive bereavement programs provided to families throughout the community. 
Hospice House & Support Care of Williamsburg is a 501(c) (3) organization that is entirely funded by contributions. No family or individual ever receives a bill for our services 
and support; nor do we accept Medicare, Medicaid or other reimbursements.  For more information please call Hospice House & Support Care of Williamsburg at 757-253-
1220 or visit www.williamsburghospice.org.  
 

 

4445 Powhatan Parkway, Williamsburg VA 23188 
(757-253-1220  

 

williamsburghospice.org 
 
 

 

 
 
ARE YOU ON FACEBOOK?  
  
 

 

Be sure to find “Hospice House & Support Care of Williamsburg” on 
FACEBOOK.  Keep up with our latest postings and photos.   If you’re 
not already a “Friend” simply search for us, then click on “Like” and 
“Follow.”  It’s a great way to show your support for HHSCW and keep 
up with our latest news. 

 

 

Calendar of events… 
• Sunday, January 26, 5-10 p.m. – 30th Annual Elegant Culinary 

Affaire, Kingsmill Resort (SOLD OUT) 
• Tuesday, January 14 & February 11, 5 p.m. – Second Tuesday 

Guild Social, Capriccio’s Ristorante, New Town 
• Saturday, April 25 – 8th Annual Hike for Hospice House, 

Governor’s Land Park East 
 

“Caring for people at the end of life, comforting the bereaved, and empowering others to do the same.” 

http://hospice.roundtablelive.org/tel:(757)%20253-1220
http://hospice.roundtablelive.org/tel:(757)%20253-1220
http://hospice.roundtablelive.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=pdcwk%2fVzHmhpqVVkG7fE%2fiNRdUXas1uTsxeZhDRA8CrSH2u7ilE6DCyVf%2fFWOVYNbHeMKXQXl3rHoFQojeU%2fnvQAdGyWA5HmNyWngfe7uZw%3d
https://williamsburghospice.org/

